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Sodomy Law Challenged
On June 8 Fayctte Circuit Judge

Charles Tackett securcd the second of

four steps for a judicial iniiiative lo ^
niake sodomy bgal for consenting adults jg0fm
in Kentucky. Tliis significant reversal
of state law and traditional values has m

gone almost unnoticedand uncontesicd ^
and may have ramifications for every
school child in the state ofKentucky. g

The effort began in Lexington in m • m
1986 when a defendant charged with K
criminal solicitation of sodomy, Jef- M
frey Wasson, invited an undercover *
policeofficer to go home with him and V
engage in sex. Before the case came to M
uial, Wasson's atiomey, slate Repre-
seniativeErnesto Scorsone, challenged
Kentucky's sodomy bw. Well-orches-
iniied and unrefuied testimony arranged
by Scorsone strengthened Fayetie
District Judge LewisPaisleyin his decision the case, the ramifications of an overturned
to declare the state sodomy law unconstitu" sodomy law in Kentucky will concern par-
tional inOctober of1986, With no jurytrial ents. If sodomy is no longer illegal in

Kentucky, there is no
way that it cannot be

If sodomy is no longer illegal in
® tive sexual lifestyle in

Kentucky, there is no way that it cannot pubUc schools. Not to
he taught as an alternative sexual life' ^ ^ "discrimi-

, , . - , _ nate" against homo-Style inpublicschools, sexuals. Aspro-Ufers
can affirm, the judi-
cial sanction ofa once

in District Court, the case was appealed to illegal activity only increases its fre^^uency.
the Fayctte Circuit Court. After a three year At the present the Commonwealth's
delay onaprocedural question, Judge Char- position is now being represented by the
les Tackeu affirmed Paisley's ruling ciung Atiomey General's office which has mo-
evidence offered at the original hearing, tioned for a discretionary review by the

Though a number of legal and proce- Kentucky Court ofAppeals. Ifitisgranted
dural questions exist about the handling of itwould mark the third and final step before

in District Court, the case was appealed to
theFayctte CircuitCourt. Aftera threeyear
delay on a procedural question, Judge Char
les Tackeuaffirmed Paisley's ruling ciung
evidenceoffered at the original hearing.

Though a number of legal and proce
dural questions exist about the handlingof

—I the case reaches the Kentucky Su*
preme Court In anticipation of the
Kentucky Supreme Court's involve
ment, Scorsone has petitioned for the
high court (o receive the case imme
diately, thus bypassing the Court of
Appeals and speeding the challenge
to the law.

Key testimony irom the initial
Paisleyhearingwascited inTackeu's
decision including thatofRev. George
Edwards, aPresbyterian ministerand
Professor Emeritus at a theological
seminary in Louisville, Edwards
testified that **..j)umerous Judeo-
Christian theobgians and scholars are
now convinced that the Biblical

references,..are not an indictment of

homosexuals, but rather statements
against aggression, inhospitality, and

uncaring relationships."
Dr. Rory Remer, a psychologist, tesd-

Tied at thehearingthat thesexualacu banned
by Kentucky law (oral and anal sex between
persons not married to each other) are
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PERSPECTIVE

Part II:

Grace

And
Truth bf KtiU OtirantUr-

Last month Iasked us to examine ourselves by the stand^d of
"iniih and grace," recognizing that it is easier to *'spealc truth" than
to "docompassion.'' The former alone renders us empty *'clangmg
cymbals," worth nothing and with ourselves being the only ones
deceived In particular. I focused on the history of the pro-life
movement which as awhole in the I970*s (with notableexceptions)
was a "mJth only" reacuon to the ever-encroachmg 80-ycar-old
abortion movement of Margaret Sanger and Planned Parenthood.

Fortunately, in the 1980'scommiued individuals and organiza
tions emerged to guide the pro-life movement into a network of
efforts offering truth - educational presentations and materials arui
grace •caring relationships and assistance for the mother and child
in need. Now, across the nauon, crisis pregnimcy centers dot the
map. comprising in Kenuicky more than fifty percent of the toml
number of pro-life groups. There is reason for optimism when
Christ is represented in the fullness of "grace and uuth. Henw,
there is agrowing sense of growing maturity in the Body of Chnst
in the pro-life area ofconcern. ^

I But allow me to call our attention to a totally different front

in this war of values, afront which is painfuUy reminiscent of the
aboruon struggle of the early I970*s. The present rale of culuii^
acceptance of homosexuaUty as an "altmauve lifestyle and tto
current attempts to legalize sodomy have all of the dynamics of the
1973 setting around abortion: bias^ media in favor of legaluauon,
aloud, vocal minority; aquiet, uninformed, inarticulatemajority; in
timidated politicians; and ajudicial, not legislative, legal effort

My primary focus of concern is not in the decepuons and
fallacies inherent in the homosexual agenda, (though they are
numerous and need to beaddressed), but rather with us and with our
response. Will the Body of Christ "knee-jerk" with reacuonary
antagonism or will it respond fumly with reliable truth and with a
manifest interest in the well-being ofthose who for whatever reason
are in bondage to the homosexual lifestyle?

I am not suggesting we compromise the truth that sodomy is
scientifically, psychologically, sociologically, and spuituaUy (as
well as morally) harmful to the individuals involved and the nation
as a whole. But, in addition to the truth, 1am looking for the
expression of real care about those snared in the lifestyle and those
deceived into defending iL Adefensive, self-protective, possibly
self-righteous response on our part will propel us down the same
painful and tragically slow 20-year history of the abortion battle.We must examine ourselves fust and then "wade in to the
need with the truth and with the grace of Christ Let us not shrink
back Let us not hold back. But rather let us walk confidenUy
forward with caring and honest leadership for our culuire. Itis our
commission. i /

Sodomy Law continued
wealth, Giles cited ihe landmark 1986 U.S.SupremeCourtdecisionofBowew vi.Word-
wick which uphekl the individual slate's
right to legislate in the realm ofhomosexu-
ality.

Informed persons close to the case ac
knowledge precedents supporting both po
sitions and generally cre^t Scorsone with
presenting a very aedible attack on the
existing law. Scorsone has served as astale
representative from the 75ih District since
1986 and has significantexperience defend
ing homosexuals.

Scorsone,38. has not made his person^
views on homosexuality or his "swual ori
entation" known. His only legislauve effort
intherealm of criminal sexoffenses was re
garding HB548 in the 1988 General Assem
bly where he successfully offeredan amend
ment to reduce the criminal penalties for
sexual assault with anobject HB548 created
anew secuon oflaw to make sexual assault
with an object a felony. O
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"...necessary acts for homosexuals to enjoy
afull and satisfying sexual life." Dr.Martin
J.Raff, Professor ofMedicine atthe Univer
sity ofLouisville testified that **...AIDS is
not a gay disease,.." and that the enforce
ment of the suuutes in question "...would
notcause AIDS todisappear, butthattheuse
of condoms would dramatically reduce the
spread of the disease.''

More evidence orchestrated by Scor-
sone in the Paisley hearing included a cul-
uiral antJiropologist from the University of
Kentucky. She testified ",..to the inevitable
presence ofhomosexuals in every recorded
human culture" which evidently wasthought
to legitimize the behavior and codify it in
Kentucky law.

The County Attorney in the case. Jack
Giles, was not informed that the "expert"
testimony would be given at the hearing and
according to the decision "...presented no
evidence on the broad issue ofhomosexual
ity." Instead, on behalf of the Common-

Representative Ernesto Scorsone



Concern: The Homosexual Agenda
culture: that there should be no biological,
cultural or legal distinction between males
and females; thatreligionhas nothing to do
witha person's sexualpractices; thatparents
should have little or no cono'ol over their
own children: thatchildpornography,pros-
tibition, incest and
adult/child sexual re
lationships should all
be acceptedby our cul-
uire and under our

laws.

There are several

aspects to the soHsdled
homosexual "life

style' ' whichare notcommonknowledgeto
those outside. **Cay" bars, bathhouses,
pro-homosexual publications and professional
associations, homosexual prostiuition and
marriage all play a part in the homosexual
community. Gay bars serve as a way for
homosexuals to socialize and meet sexual
parmers. Bathhouses provide small rooms

for one-on-one

sexual encounters

and larger rooms
for group sex and
forthesaeeningof
pornography. Ibey
are virtual breed

inggrounds for all
kinds ofdiseases in

cluding, but not
limitedto, venerealdiseasesand AIDS. And
increasingly,thehomosexualmovementhas
influenced religious organizations,but has
not yet been measurably influenced by them.
There are now a number of churches that

openly endorse and celebrate the homosex
ual lifestyle.

Basic Assumptions
Severalassumptionsunderlie thehomo

sexualideology. First,homosexualssay that
their sexual pr^erence is '*Cod-given** and
notacquired-they arebom, notmade. From
this it follows thathomosexualscannot help
their sexual tendenciesand certainlycannot
be blamed for them. Any attempt to change
them is not only futile, but immoral. Not
onlyishomosexuality nota mental disorder,
they argue, butitispsychologically harmful
to repress these pre-determined feelings.
Homosexual promiscuity is, in this view,

healthy.
To listen to homosexual activists you

would think that these views were unques
tionable. Yet, despite the intense political
pressure for scientiflc and medical profes
sionals to acquiesce to these claims, many

The strategy of the homosexual agenda
is to appeal to the popular notion that what a
person does in private is none of anyone
else's business. Generally speaking, this
notionis true. Yet manyaverageAmericans
have begun asking themselves why it is that
what homosexuals do in private is costing
them • the public - so much money. Mil-
lions, if not billions, ofdollars of taxpayers*
money are now being spent to try to Anda
cure for the AIDS virus, a virus that is still
spread primarily through homosexualcon-
tact but that now endangers heterosexuals
through other forms of contact and through
exposure to infectedblood supplies. Homo-
sexuality is no longer a private matter, it is
something that affects us all.

The greatest danger to the public, how
ever, isnotAIDS. Thegreatestdanger to the
publicis thehomosexualmovement's influ
ence on our culuire, influence they have
gained, ironically, as a result of tlie AIDS
crisis itself. The homosexual movement has

"They want to be told there is nothing
wrong with them andthey wanttoforce the
larger society to say it."

Joseph Sobian

The homosexual movement has managed
to turn what wouldotherwise have been con-

sidered a public health crisis into a civil
rights cause.

managed toturnwhatwouldotherwisehave
been considered a public health crisis into a
civil rights cause. While more and more
peopledie from the virus, practicallyspeak
ing, those leading the homosexual move
ment have convinced our public officials
thatpublic health should tal» a back seat to
thepoliticalandsocialgoalsofthehomosex
ual community. People's lives may be
important, they say, but the energies ex
pended belie the fact that furthering the
homosexual cause is more importantstill.

Subtle Presuppositions
Although homosexualsgetfrequentand

sympathetic attention inthemedia, thegoals
of theirself-serving ideology, whichconsti-
Uite an assaulton umiitional family values,
are seldom mentioned. There are a number
of subtle presuppositions thatthehomosex
ualmovement is attempting to sow intoour
The Kenlucliy Citizen / September 1990

still disbelieve them. Even though the
American PsychiatricAssociation (APA)gave
in to political pressure from homosexual
groups and voi^ in 1973 to remove homo
sexuality from its list of psychiatric disor
ders (a decision often pointed to by homo
sexuals), most psychkurists still consider
homosexuality to be an illness.

Perhaps the best way to refute the
homosexuals* argument that their sexual
preference ispre-determined and unchange
able is to point out, not only that it can be
changed, but that it has been changed. With
proper counseling, a person who desires to
acquire normal sexual tendenciescan do so,
and there are plenty of living examples to
prove it. In Krauicky, for example, Cross-
Over Ministries is successfully involved in
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Foflnvblyemeht,
f ih Tim J' iv!-!I'U1 ••

Getting information out
about thejudicial initiative to
reverse Kentucky's sodomy
laws is critical as the normal
sources of news are not fol"
lowing the story andits remifi"
cations in depth.

Ifyou could help in your
group, church, orcommunity
please call 606'2SS'S400
and askfor additional ittfor-
mation.



Concerns continued

just thiskind ofcounseling.
Asecondassumpdon underlyinghomo-

sexual ideology is thatevenpeople whoare
not homosexu^ have an obligation to ac>
ceptallof theirbeliefs withoutquestion, and
that any resistance to them should not be
allowed. "They want to be lold there is
nothing wrongwith them,** sayspoliti
cal commentator Joseph Sobran, ** and
theywant to force the largersociety to
say it." While homosexuals are telling
otherpeople that theyshould be tolerant
of their beliefs, th^ are themselves work
ing tosquelchtheexpression of anyone
who disagrees with them.

This intolerance has extended to
censorship. In one case, a Connecticut
radio station gave in to homosexual
demands and began deleting remarks
concerning homosexuals,made periodi
cally byevangelistJames Robison on his
weekly radio broadcasts. Since the Bible
containspassages thatunderminethele
gitimacy ofhomosexuality quite directly,
thesewouldpresumably be censored as
well Homosexual religious organiza
tions arealsoinvolved inchanging Bib
lical language to remove sex-specific
language they see as a threat

Strategies
One of the ways the homosexual

movement hasattempted to foistits views
on thelargersociety is throughsexedu
cation coursesin publicschools. Often
they have succeeded in changing the
courses to suit their ideology even be
fore stale sodomy laws have be^changed.

Although condoms are known to be rela
tivelyineffective inpreventing thetransmis
sion of AIDS, many of these curriculums
teach theappropriateness of homosexuality
ifdone "s^ely." In many cases, students
are taught to develop "realistic and positive
concepts" of homosexual practices. This

Resources

From Focus on the Family
Pomona, CA 91799

Boolu

Gays, AIDS and You
BK403 SuggestedDonation$S

How WiU I TeU My Mother?
BK439 Suggested Donation $10

What You Need to Know About AIDS
BK493 SuggestedDonation$10

Caiieue

AIDS in the Family
CS446 Suggested Donation $5

A Realistic Look at AIDS
CS420 Suggested Donation $S

AIDS • Touchingthe Innocent
CS407 Suggested Donation $5

Other sources:

You Don't HaveTo BeGay- J.R. Koond
PaciHc Publiihing House, Newport Beach, CA

The Healing of the Homosexual - L. Payne
Croii WayBooiu, Wciiclietter, IL

Homosexuality and Hope• van den Aardweg
Servant Books

StepsOut OfHomosexuality - F. Wonhen
LOVB in AcUoq.Bok 2655. San Rafael, CA

has causedparentalprotestson a numberof
occasions, sincesomehomosexuals practice
sadomasochism,piostitutionandpe^hilia
(sex with children).

Inaddition, homosexualsfrequently ac
cuse people who disagree with them with
"homophobia," thereby relegating any

opposition to theirbeliefsystem to the
re^ of prejudice -fear based 00 igno-
ranceor hatred.Butprejudicemeansre
jectingsometlung on thebasisof invalid
bias, rather than rejecting it it
violatessomeobjectivestandard ofright
and wrong. That is why those in the
leadership ofthehomosexualmovement
find Christianity suchan affiont: they
realizethatit is notprejudice. Qiristian
opposition, they realize, is based on the
beliefthathomosexuality violates abso
lute moral principles of human behav
ior,butat thesame time, that the individ
ualtrapped in thehomosexual lifestyle
is worthyof compassionate interest

Unfortunately, these same leaders
often save their most vicious denuncia
tions for those in the Christian commu
nity who try to help homosexuals. If
they can convey that those who
disagreewiththeiragendaaremotivated
byfear, haired, andignorance they will
beable toportray themselves as anop
pressed minority worthy ofqiecial le^
and social "rights." Those who care
aboutthemand encouragethemto real
izethat their homosexuality isunworthy
of them are their greatest threat And
they know it •

Important:
Please consider assisting thestatewide

eflbit to infoim individuals, organizations,
andchurches about thepotential revenal

of Kentucky's sodomy laws.
Call 606-255-5400 for nu>ie infomiation.

Thetask will notbeoverwhelming
ifmany get involved.

THE EDITORS

•V ThgKg^uefyCUium if prepaiedl^Tlie FamilyFouiuUtiaa for Focusoo
dieFamily's CUittrn magazine. TheFamily Foundatioo isa Kenuicky oon-
proTu corpwalion worlung in associaiioo wiUi Focus on the FamUy lo
represent the Judeo*Cbrisiiansystem of values and defend Uteinuiesu of
families inKemucky. lu purpose is to serve thenumerous sute family-
oriented organizations by conveying their struggles, concerns and initia
tives on behalf of the family.

The Fanliy Foundatloa
P.O.Box 22100 Lczingtofl, Kealuclty 40522

(606) 265*5400
KentOstrander, Dtrcclor
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